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Introduction to Special Issue

Norma Stumbo and Jerry Singleton

We reside within a global community. So-
cieties within this global community can be
divided into developed (all regions of Europe
plus America, Australia, New Zealand and
Japan) and developing societies (all regions of
Africa, Asia (excluding Japan), Latin America
and the Caribbean plus Melanesia, Micronesia
and Polynesia) (Bloom & Canning, 2006). It is
estimated that 80 percent of persons with dis-
abilities reside in developing nations. The
World Health Organization reports that ap-
proximately 10% of the world's population
(600 million people, including about 200 mil-
lion children) are living with some form of
mental, physical, or intellectual disability
(WHO, n.d). The number of people living with
disabilities will continue to grow due to pop-
ulation aging, population growth, and medical
advances that prolong life (WHO, n.d). Bloom
and Canning indicated that approximately 22
million persons per year will migrate from
developing to developed nations over the next
30 years. Individuals leave their countries ei-
ther by choice and become immigrants or by
societal oppression or wars and become refu-
gees. How has the global community re-
sponded to persons with a disability? The
question arises how have services for persons
with disabilities developed in other countries?
What terminology has developed in other
countries to describe the services for persons

with a disability? How have Therapeutic Rec-
reation (TR) services responded to individuals
who are migrating or are refugees in a coun-
try?

This special edition provides insights into
how differing countries have developed ser-
vices for persons with disabilities in Finland,
Japan, and Australia and how the United State
has responded to refugees who have been
forced to leave their native country.

Kensinger's article provides insights into
the role therapeutic recreation services can
play for refugees in the United States. Aho's
paper provides insights into the historical de-
velopment of therapeutic recreation services
within the context of the Finnish society. Pegg
and Darcy's paper describes successful com-
munity recreation service and the concept of
therapeutic recreation within the context of
Australia's policies. Patterson article is inter-
esting since it explores how government leg-
islation has influenced TR services for persons
with disabilities in Australia. Nishino, Chino,
Yoshioka, and Gabriella's article places ser-
vice delivery within the social context of the
Japanese society. They trace the historical con-
text of social welfare and the emergence of
fukushi recreation in Japan.

Each country develops terminology appro-
priate for their cultures, and terminology sur-
rounding the development of services for in-
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dividuals with disabilities is no exception.
Fukushi (Japan), diversional therapy (Austra-
lia) and chiryo (Korea) are all terms used to
denote services similar to therapeutic recre-
ation in the United States. Likewise, profes-
sional development in each of these countries
needs to be placed within the context of their
society. What resources are available to per-
sons with disabilities? How do governments
support services for persons with disabilities?
This special edition provides insights into how
professions have emerged in other countries
and provides insight into the cultural and cross
cultural construction of the profession and
practice of therapeutic recreation.
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would like to thank the authors, who worked
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would also like to thank the reviewers: Dr.
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of North Carolina Greensboro; Dr. Michael
Leitner, Chico State University; Crystal Wat-
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Halifax, Nova Scotia; Kenneth "Kenny"
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cales), University de Montreal; Dr. Candace
"Candy" Ashton, University of North Carolina
Wilmington; Dr. Jennifer Mactavish, Univer-
sity of Manitoba; Dr. Gonzaga da Gama, San
Jose State University; Dr. Yoshitaka Iwasaki,
Temple University. We would also like to
thank Dr. Steve Anderson, University of Flor-
ida; Dr. Bryan McCormick, Indiana Univer-
sity; Dr. Youngkill Lee, Indiana University,
and Dr. Ramon Zabriskie, Brigham Young
University, for acting as an ad hoc advisory
committee in the developmental of the call for
papers for this special edition. It has been our
privilege and honor to work with this special
issue.

References

Bloom, D.E., & Canning, D. (2006). Global De-
mography: Fact, Force and Future, The WDA-
HSG Discussion Paper Series on Demographic
Issues, No. 2006/1, World Demographic As-
sociation, Retrieved Feb 20, 2007, from http://
www.wdassociation.org/ulfs/documents/WDA-
HSG-DP2006-l_Bloom_Canning.pdf

World Health Organization. World report on disabil-
ity and rehabilitation. Concept Paper. Retrieved
Nov. 30, 2006 from www.who.int/disabilities/
introduction/en/index.html

World Health Organization Statistics. (2007). A
guide to statistical information at W.H.O. Re-
trieved February 22, 2007 http://www.who.int/
whosis/en/

Second Quarter 2007 107


